248                    ILLUSIONS OF MEMORY.

When I call up an image of the year just closing,
what really happens is a rapid movement of imagination
over a series of prominent events, among which the
succession of seasons probably occupies the foremost
place, serving, as I have remarked, as a framework for
my retrospective picture. Each of the events which I
thus run over is really a long succession of shorter
experiences, which, however, I do not separately repre-
sent to myself. My imaginative reproduction of such
a period is thus essentially a greatly abbreviated and
symbolic mode of representation. It by no means
corresponds to the visual imagination of a large mag-
nitude, say that of the length of sea horizon visible at
any one moment, which is complete in an instant, and
quite independent of a successive imagination of its
parts or details. It is essentially a very fragmentary
and defective numerical idea, in which, moreover, the
real quantitative value of the units is altogether lost
sight of.

Now, it seems to follow from this that there is
something illusory in all our recallings of long periods
of the past. It is by no means strictly correct to say
that memory ever reinstates the past. It is more true
to say that we see the past in retrospect as greatly
foreshortened. Yet even this is hardly an accurate
account of what takes place, since, when we look at an
object foreshortened in perspective, we see enough to
enable us imaginatively to reconstruct the actual size
of the object, whereas in the case of time-perspective
no such reconstruction is even indirectly possible*

It is to be added that this constant error in time-
reproduction is greater in the case of remote periods